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rulers, more than usually reserved. He has
assumed no great title, but Is simply called
" Secretary of the Central Committee.33 He
only shows himself in public when it is abso-
lutely necessary. For instance., he stayed away
A politician from the great demonstration which Moscow
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individual held in Red Square to celebrate the acceptance
of the Constitution which is popularly called
after him. Hardly anything of his private life
reaches the ears of the public. Hundreds of
anecdotes are told about him, proving how
much he has the lot of each individual at heart,
how he will send an aeroplane to Central
Asia with medicaments in order to save a
child which otherwise would have been lost, or
how he will almost force a particularly fine and
spacious dwelling on to a too shy and retiring
writer. Yet such anecdotes pass from mouth to
mouth, and it is only in exceptional cases that
a newspaper can publish them. Of Stalin's
private life, his family, his habits, practically
nothing definite is known. He will not allow
public celebration of his birthday, and, if
homage is paid to him in public, he emphasises
that such homage applies exclusively to his
policy, not to him personally. When, for in-